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 A common cry of pastors and church leaders sounds something like this: “Jesus calls us 

to live radical lives! He was a radical person, with radical ideas. I challenge you to live more like 

Jesus!” I suppose on the surface this makes sense. After all, Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, told 

us adultery is committed through mere lusting, commanded us to love our enemies, and told us to 

turn the other cheek. The words of Jesus were certainly thought-provoking, if not radical. 

However, if we truly believe Jesus is the Messiah (and not just a great teacher, as C.S. Lewis 

argues in Mere Christianity), then perhaps his words are not terribly radical after all. Perhaps our 

society and current idea and practice of Christianity are what is radical instead. The words of 

Jesus are truth, and according to Deuteronomy 8:3, man lives “on every word that comes from 

the mouth of the Lord.” If we, as Christians and as the church, focus on what Christ really said, 

perhaps our thoughts would become less muddled, practices more purposeful, and world better.  

What Christ really said is guidance for my future as an Eastern graduate, which encompasses my 

future career in physical therapy and exercise science and my involvement in the community and 

treatment of others. 

 It seems Christ did not give much guidance about careers and work. We know he worked 

all his life until his ministry begun, and we know many important people whose lives were filled 

with work, including Abraham, Joseph, and Ruth and Naomi. God placed Adam in the Garden of 

Eden to work and take care of it, and Paul encourages us to work while being a model for hard 

work himself.  

Christ’s words are not necessarily so clear. He says, “You are the salt of the earth” (Matt 

5:13) and the “light of the world (v. 14)….Let your light shine before men, that they may see 



your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven (v. 16). Christ’s words give us instruction to 

shine, be a light for others, and essentially reflect his character. He does not tell us what 

profession trumps others, or what profession should be sought after. However, as the parable of 

the talents in Matthew 25 shows, we should certainly work so that Christ does not call us a 

“wicked, lazy servant” (Matt. 25:26). It seems clear, therefore, that we can work in whatever 

capacity we wish, as long as we follow and fulfill the words of Christ. My future work goal is to 

do what I love, do what I am good at, and be a light for others in my working. A life of physical 

therapy and studying human physiology will allow me to help others and shine for Christ in a 

manner for which I have some talent and true enjoyment. 

 Though Christ’s words do not speak directly on work, they do address living in 

community and treatment of others. The Sermon on the Mount is the best example of this: 

“Blessed are the peacemakers” (Mt. 5:9) “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you” (v. 44); “Do not resist an evil person” (v. 39). It is hard to imagine giving to the needy and 

not letting the left hand know what the right is doing, but this is Christ’s guidance (Matt 6:3). 

The gospel is filled with Christ’s words on community life and treatment of others. Christ is so 

concerned for others that he tells us that “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Mt 25:40). We must love in fellowship with one another 

and love our neighbors as ourselves (Mt. 22:39). Of course, this is all much easier as we remain 

close to Christ himself, which allows us to “bear much fruit” (John 15:5). 

 If we follow Christ’s words, everything else in our lives will fall into place. He is, after 

all, “the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6), and it is through him that we reach the 

Father. Let’s listen when he says, “Follow me” (Matt 4:19). 

  



  


