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 Throughout history Christians have proclaimed many different ideas, all supposedly 

based on truths in scripture.  Some of these proclamations have been comical, such as Harold 

Camping’s predictions of the apocalypse in 2011.  Others have been harmful and counter to the 

Christian message, such as the hate portrayed by the Westboro Baptist Church.  Still others are 

simply tedious as some Christians argue over unimportant issues, like whether Jesus had a beard 

or not.  Ultimately, Christians would fare far better if they focused more on the actual words of 

Jesus when discerning scripture.  This is the assertion of Dr. Tony Campolo in his books, Red 

Letter Revolution and Red Letter Christians.  This approach to Christianity is a radical but 

necessary adjustment for many as Jesus’ words, “Come, follow me” present a beautiful challenge 

to anyone serious about the Christian faith. 

 The commitment to live according to what Christ really said has had huge implications 

on my life since coming to Eastern University and continues to invigorate and challenge me in 

my goals post-graduation.  Through attending Eastern I have continually learned more and more 

about Jesus’ love for the poor and oppressed and, in turn, his call for followers to do the same.  

In Matthew 25:40 Jesus is documented as saying, “I tell you the truth, when you did it to the 

least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”  This radical passage continually 

shakes me as I recognize that Christ really can be found in those society rejects.  This beautiful 

paradox has huge implications for Christians: if we want to know Jesus we should get to know 

the hungry, sick, imprisoned, widowed, disowned, etc. 

 In response to this calling I have been actively involved with YACHT club (Youth 

Against Complacency and Homelessness Today) during the past two years.  Through my 



experiences in hanging out with homeless friends in Philadelphia I can personally attest to the 

truth found in Matthew 25.  Nowhere else in my life have I seen God more clearly than in the 

laughter, stories shared and tears shed while sharing meals on the streets in Philadelphia. 

 Furthermore, I have established my future plans around the bold words of Jesus.  Jesus 

speaks so frequently on caring for the poor and oppressed that such teachings become mundane 

to some; yet these ideas are so radical they should touch the heart of every Christian.  As such, I 

have desired to find where my skills meet the needs of the world and believe this to be in the 

field of Economic Development.  The Economic Development undergraduate program lays the 

foundation for the graduate program of the same title founded by Dr. Campolo.  Dr. Campolo 

describes economic development as the third wave of missions, after evangelism and medical 

aid, in which Christians go forth into impoverished areas to create employment whereby the 

poorest of the poor are empowered to improve their financial standings.  The mission of 

economic development invigorates me as this holistic approach to the Christian story mirrors 

Jesus’ words and actions in meeting people where they are and sharing the gospel through 

unconditional love. 

 To date I am not sure where my Economic Development degree will take me; however, I 

am confident that God will use me to serve and love those overlooked by society either within 

the United States or abroad.  I am excited to expand my experiences of building relationships 

with the poor through Yacht into my future.  I believe doing so gets at the heart of Jesus’ 

message.  Instead of getting caught up in details and arguing theological concepts I believe the 

Red Letter Movement presents a calling for me to love as Jesus loved and serve as Jesus served.  

No matter where I go in life or who I am in community with I will hold onto such teachings and 

center my life on God through serving the poor and oppressed. 


