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Jazz: The Unabashed and Unexpected 

 As a vocalist and pianist, I was first introduced to jazz music at the age of twelve, and 

since I discovered the genre, my parents found it difficult to tear me away from the piano. 

Everywhere I happened upon a piano, I played my signature “Waterfront Jazz,” and the 

audiences of my impromptu concerts never failed to find my unabashed jazz performances not 

only lively and entertaining, but singularly unexpected. In fact, these are the two characteristics 

that distinguish jazz from other genres of music: its unexpectedness and unabashedness.  

 While it often takes one well-versed in music theory to fully appreciate the intricacies of 

classical music, jazz music has a broader appeal. It seems that the appreciation of jazz not only 

belongs to those who have studied music, but to the concert guitarist performing onstage and the 

passerby hearing the distant strains alike.  

 Jazz seems to touch the souls of humans chiefly because of its unexpectedness. There are 

innumerable arrangements of jazz chords among instruments in ensembles, and jazz uses unique 

combinations of notes to form chords that differ from traditionally structured music. In a jazz 

solo, the trumpet player is given free rein to play whichever notes he chooses at the given 

moment. Jazz keeps both the musicians and the listeners on their toes as no one knows what will 

come next. As opposed to music in which notes must be strictly adhered to, jazz encourages the 

soul to speak what it feels, and to speak it loudly. 

 The unabashedness of jazz music speaks to the listener, because it allows the listener to 

participate in the strength and intensity of what the musician feels. A jazz quartet plays the blues, 

and the time comes for the saxophone solo. A baritone saxophonist steps forward, and audience 



Abigail Storch 

Jazz in the Stacks 2013 

Jonathan Orr Essay Contest 
 

and musicians alike recognize that the saxophone player is entering fully into the expression of 

the music. All eyes watch as he feels grief deeply and expresses that grief with soft, intense notes 

of the minor scale. Or perhaps the brass band plays a lively rag, and the jazz pianist, fingers 

flying as he plays a vivacious, whimsical solo, cannot keep the grin off his face. Jazz music is 

unabashed at the core; it loudly says what it feels with no regrets, no timidity, and no apologies.  

 All music has a distinctly transcendent quality about it; it hints at glory and exposes 

humans to the concept of a great power and beauty that exists, far more powerful and beautiful 

than we could ever hope to be. We sometimes find that, for reasons unknown, music causes us to 

weep, to laugh, to dance, or to sigh. Music seems to be the closest that humans can come to 

entering into the realm of the transcendent and experiencing the overwhelming power found 

therein, to which the only proper responses are something like tears, laughter, and dance, perhaps 

all at once.  

The essence of jazz as both surprising and unashamed appeals to a broad array of people 

and allows those unfamiliar with music to experience its arresting power and beauty. Jazz music 

is a genre of music through which humans speak and feel loudly and honestly.  Unabashed and 

unexpected, jazz connects humans both to each other and to the divine, as musicians and 

listeners are wrapped as one in the inscrutable song of wonder.  


